
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7811 November 4, 2021 
SEC. llll. NATIONAL MANUFACTURING EX-

TENSION PARTNERSHIP SUPPLY 
CHAIN DATABASE. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) CENTER.—The term ‘‘Center’’ has the 

meaning given such term in section 25(a) of 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 278k(a)). 

(2) DATABASE.—The term ‘‘Database’’ 
means the National Manufacturing Exten-
sion Partnership Supply Chain Database es-
tablished under subsection (b). 

(3) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 
the Director of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology. 

(4) INSTITUTE.—The term ‘‘Institute’’ 
means the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF DATABASE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations, the Director shall 
establish a database to assist the United 
States in minimizing disruptions in the sup-
ply chain by providing a resource for manu-
facturers in the United States to gain infor-
mation on product availability on a real 
time basis. 

(2) DESIGNATION.—The database established 
under paragraph (1) shall be known as the 
‘‘National Manufacturing Extension Partner-
ship Supply Chain Database’’. 

(c) CONSIDERATIONS.—In establishing the 
Database, the Director shall consider the 
findings and recommendations from the 
study required under section 9413 of the Wil-
liam M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Pub-
lic Law 116–283), including measures to se-
cure and protect the Database from adver-
sarial attacks and vulnerabilities. 

(d) CONNECTIONS WITH HOLLINGS MANUFAC-
TURING EXTENSION PARTNERSHIPS CENTERS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall create 
the infrastructure for the Database through 
the Hollings Manufacturing Extension Part-
nership, established under section 25 of the 
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology Act (15 U.S.C. 278k), by connecting in-
formation from the Centers through the 
Database. 

(2) NATIONAL VIEW.—The Director shall en-
sure that connections under paragraph (1)— 

(A) provide a national overview of the net-
works of supply chains of the United States; 
and 

(B) support understanding of whether there 
is a need for some manufacturers to retool in 
some critical areas to meet the urgent need 
for key products, such as defense supplies, 
food, and medical devices, including personal 
protective equipment. 

(3) INDIVIDUAL HOLLINGS MANUFACTURING 
EXTENSION PARTNERSHIP CENTER DATA-
BASES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall ensure 
that— 

(i) each Center is connected to the Data-
base; and 

(ii) each supply chain database maintained 
by a Center is interoperable with the Data-
base. 

(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to require a 
State or territory of the United States to es-
tablish a new supply chain database through 
the Hollings Manufacturing Extension Part-
nership program. 

(e) MAINTENANCE OF NATIONAL SUPPLY 
CHAIN DATABASE.—The Director, acting 
through the Hollings Manufacturing Exten-
sion Partnership program or a designee of 
the program— 

(1) shall maintain the Database as an inte-
gration of State-level databases from the 
Center of each State or territory of the 
United States; and 

(2) may populate the Database with infor-
mation from past, current, or potential cli-
ents of Centers. 

(f) DATABASE CONTENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Database may include 

the following: 
(A) Basic company information. 
(B) An overview of capabilities, accredita-

tions, and products. 
(C) Proprietary information. 
(D) Such other items as the Director con-

siders necessary. 
(2) STANDARD CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM.—The 

Database shall use the North American In-
dustry Classification System (NAICS) Codes 
as follows: 

(A) Sector 31-33 – Manufacturing. 
(B) Sector 54 – Professional, Scientific, and 

Technical Services. 
(C) Sector 48-49 – Transportation and 

Warehousing. 
(3) LEVELS.—The Database shall be multi- 

leveled as follows: 
(A) Level 1 shall have basic company infor-

mation and shall be available to the public. 
(B) Level 2 shall have a deeper, nonpropri-

etary overview into capabilities, products, 
and accreditations and shall be available to 
all companies that contribute to the Data-
base and agree to terms of mutual disclo-
sure. 

(C) Level 3 shall hold proprietary informa-
tion. 

(4) MATTERS RELATING TO DISCLOSURE AND 
ACCESS.— 

(A) FOIA EXEMPTION.—The Database, and 
any information contained therein that is 
not publicly released by the Institute, shall 
be exempt from public disclosure under sec-
tion 552(b)(3) of title 5, United States Code. 

(B) LIMITATION ON ACCESS TO CONTENT.—Ac-
cess to a contributing company’s nonpublic 
content in the Database shall be limited to 
the contributing company, the Institute, and 
staff from a Center who sign such nondisclo-
sure agreement as the Director considers ap-
propriate. 

(C) AGGREGATED INFORMATION.—The Direc-
tor may make aggregated, de-identified in-
formation available to contributing compa-
nies, Centers, or the public, as the Director 
considers appropriate, in support of the pur-
poses of this section. 

(g) COORDINATION WITH NATIONAL TECH-
NOLOGY AND INDUSTRIAL BASE.—The Director, 
acting through the Hollings Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership program, may work 
with the National Defense Technology and 
Industrial Base Council established by sec-
tion 2502(a) of title 10, United States Code, as 
the Director considers appropriate, to in-
clude in the Database information regarding 
the defense manufacturing supply chain. 

(h) PROTECTIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Supply chain information 

that is voluntarily and lawfully submitted 
by a private entity and accompanied by an 
express statement described in paragraph 
(2)— 

(A) shall be exempt from disclosure under 
section 552(b)(3) of title 5, United States 
Code; 

(B) shall not be made available pursuant to 
any Federal, State, local, or Tribal authority 
pursuant to any Federal, State, local, or 
Tribal law requiring public disclosure of in-
formation or records; and 

(C) shall not, without the written consent 
of the person or entity submitting such in-
formation, be used directly by the Director, 
or any other Federal, State, or local author-
ity in any civil enforcement action brought 
by a Federal, State, or local authority. 

(2) EXPRESS STATEMENT.—The express 
statement described in this paragraph, with 
respect to information or records, is— 

(A) in the case of written information or 
records, a written marking on the informa-
tion or records substantially similar to the 
following: ‘‘This information is voluntarily 
submitted to the Federal Government in ex-

pectation of protection from disclosure as 
provided by the provisions of section 
ølll¿(h) of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2022.’’; or 

(B) in the case of oral information, a writ-
ten statement similar to the statement de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) submitted with-
in a reasonable period following the oral 
communication. 

(i) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.— 
(1) PRIVATE ENTITIES.—Nothing in this sec-

tion shall be construed to require any pri-
vate entity to share data with the Director 
specifically for to the Database. 

(2) PROHIBITION ON NEW REGULATORY AU-
THORITY.—Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to grant the Director, or the head 
of any other Federal agency, with any au-
thority to promulgate regulations or set 
standards on manufacturers, based on data 
within the Database, that was not in effect 
on the day before the date of enactment of 
this section. 

(j) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated— 

(1) $31,000,000 for fiscal year 2022 to develop 
and launch the Database; and 

(2) $26,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2023 
through 2026 to maintain, update, and sup-
port Federal coordination of the State sup-
ply chain databases maintained by the Cen-
ters. 

SA 4279. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 3867 submitted by 
Mr. REED and intended to be proposed 
to the bill H.R. 4350, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2022 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
TITLE lllll—VIEQUES RECOVERY AND REDE-

VELOPMENT 
SEC. lll01. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Vieques Re-
covery and Redevelopment Act’’. 
SEC. lll02. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Vieques is an island municipality of 

Puerto Rico, measuring approximately 21 
miles long by 4 miles wide, and located ap-
proximately 8 miles east of the main island 
of Puerto Rico. 

(2) Prior to Hurricane Maria, residents of 
Vieques were served by an urgent medical 
care facility, the Susana Centeno Family 
Health Center, and residents had to travel 
off-island to obtain medical services, includ-
ing most types of emergency care because 
the facility did not have the basic use of x- 
ray machines, CT machines, EKG machines, 
ultrasounds, or PET scans. 

(3) The predominant means of transporting 
passengers and goods between Vieques and 
the main island of Puerto Rico is by ferry 
boat service, and over the years, the effi-
ciency of this service has frequently been 
disrupted, unreliable, and difficult for cancer 
patients to endure to receive treatment. 
Each trip to Ceiba, Puerto Rico, for the can-
cer patient is an additional out-of-pocket ex-
pense ranging from $120 to $200. 

(4) The United States Military maintained 
a presence on the eastern and western por-
tions of Vieques for close to 60 years, and 
used parts of the island as a training range 
during those years, dropping over 80 million 
tons of ordnance and other weaponry avail-
able to the United States military since 
World War II. 
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(5) The unintended, unknown, and unavoid-

able consequences of these exercises were to 
expose Americans living on the islands to 
the residue of that weaponry which includes 
heavy metals and many other chemicals now 
known to harm human health. 

(6) According to Government and inde-
pendent documentation, the island of 
Vieques has high levels of heavy metals and 
has been exposed to chemical weapons and 
toxic chemicals. Since the military activity 
in Vieques, island residents have suffered 
from the health impacts from long-term ex-
posure to environmental contamination as a 
result of 62 years of military operations, and 
have experienced higher rates of certain dis-
eases among residents, including cancer, cir-
rhosis, hypertension, diabetes, heavy metal 
diseases, along with many unnamed and 
uncategorized illnesses. These toxic residues 
have caused the American residents of 
Vieques to develop illnesses due to ongoing 
exposure. 

(7) In 2017, Vieques was hit by Hurricane 
Maria, an unusually destructive storm that 
devastated Puerto Rico and intensified the 
existing humanitarian crisis on the island by 
destroying existing medical facilities. 

(8) The medical systems in place prior to 
Hurricane Maria were unable to properly 
handle the health crisis that existed due to 
the toxic residue left on the island by the 
military’s activities. 

(9) After Maria, the medical facility was 
closed due to damage and continues to be un-
able to perform even the few basic services 
that it did provide. Vieques needs a medical 
facility that can treat and address the crit-
ical and urgent need to get life-saving med-
ical services to its residents. Due to legal re-
strictions, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (in this title referred to as 
‘‘FEMA’’) is unable to provide a hospital 
where its capabilities exceed the abilities of 
the facility that existed prior to Maria; 
therefore Vieques needs assistance to build a 
facility to manage the vast health needs of 
its residents. 

(10) Every American has benefitted from 
the sacrifices of those Americans who have 
lived and are living on Vieques and it is our 
intent to acknowledge that sacrifice and to 
treat those Americans with the same respect 
and appreciation that other Americans 
enjoy. 

(11) In 2012, the residents of Vieques were 
denied the ability to address their needs in 
Court due to sovereign immunity, Sánchez v. 
United States, No. 3:09–cv–01260–DRD 
(D.P.R.). However, the United States Court 
of Appeals for the First Circuit referred the 
issue to Congress and urged it to address the 
humanitarian crisis. This bill attempts to 
satisfy that request such that Americans liv-
ing on Vieques have a remedy for the suf-
fering they have endured. 
SEC. lll03. SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS AGAINST 

THE UNITED STATES FOR CERTAIN 
RESIDENTS OF THE ISLAND OF 
VIEQUES, PUERTO RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—An individual claimant 
who has resided on the island of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, for not less than 5 years and 
files a claim for compensation under this 
section with the Special Master, appointed 
pursuant to subsection (c), shall be awarded 
monetary compensation as described in sub-
section (b) if— 

(1) the Special Master determines that the 
claimant is or was a resident, the child of a 
resident, or an immediate heir (as deter-
mined by the laws of Puerto Rico) of a de-
ceased claimant on the island of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, during or after the United 
States Government used the island of 
Vieques, Puerto Rico, for military readiness; 

(2) the claimant previously filed a lawsuit 
or an administrative claim, or files a claim 

not later than 120 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act against the United 
States Government for personal injury, in-
cluding illness or death arising from use by 
the United States Government of the island 
of Vieques for military readiness; and 

(3) the claimant submits to the Special 
Master written medical documentation that 
indicates the claimant contracted a chronic, 
life-threatening, or physical disease or ill-
ness limited to cancer, hypertension, cir-
rhosis, kidney disease, diabetes, or a heavy 
metal poisoning during or after the United 
States Government used the island of 
Vieques, Puerto Rico, for military readiness. 

(b) AMOUNTS OF AWARD.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A claimant who meets the 

requirements of subsection (a) shall be 
awarded compensation as follows: 

(A) $50,000 for 1 disease described in sub-
section (a)(3). 

(B) $80,000 for 2 diseases described in sub-
section (a)(3). 

(C) $110,000 for 3 or more diseases described 
in subsection (a)(3). 

(2) INCREASE IN AWARD.—In the case that an 
individual receiving an award under para-
graph (1) of this subsection contracts an-
other disease under subsection (a)(3) and 
files a new claim with the Special Master for 
an additional award not later than 10 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Special Master may award the individual 
an amount that is equal to the difference be-
tween— 

(A) the amount that the individual would 
have been eligible to receive had the disease 
been contracted before the individual filed 
an initial claim under subsection (a); and 

(B) the amount received by the individual 
pursuant to paragraph (1). 

(3) DECEASED CLAIMANTS.—In the case of an 
individual who dies before making a claim 
under this section or a claimant who dies be-
fore receiving an award under this section, 
any immediate heir to the individual or 
claimant, as determined by the laws of Puer-
to Rico, shall be eligible for one of the fol-
lowing awards: 

(A) Compensation in accordance with para-
graph (1), divided among any such heir. 

(B) Compensation based on the age of the 
deceased as follows: 

(i) In the case of an individual or claimant 
who dies before attaining 20 years of age, 
$110,000, divided among any such heir. 

(ii) In the case of an individual or claimant 
who dies before attaining 40 years of age, 
$80,000, divided among any such heir. 

(iii) In the case of an individual or claim-
ant who dies before attaining 60 years of age, 
$50,000, divided among any such heir. 

(c) APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL MASTER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 

shall appoint a Special Master not later than 
90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act to consider claims by individuals 
and the municipality. 

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Attorney General 
shall consider the following in choosing the 
Special Master: 

(A) The individual’s experience in the proc-
essing of victims’ claims in relation to for-
eign or domestic governments. 

(B) The individual’s balance of experience 
in representing the interests of the United 
States and individual claimants. 

(C) The individual’s experience in matters 
of national security. 

(D) The individual’s demonstrated abilities 
in investigation and fact findings in complex 
factual matters. 

(E) Any experience the individual has had 
advising the United States Government. 

(d) AWARD AMOUNTS RELATED TO CLAIMS BY 
THE MUNICIPALITY OF VIEQUES.— 

(1) AWARD.—The Special Master, in ex-
change for its administrative claims, shall 

provide the following as compensation to the 
Municipality of Vieques: 

(A) STAFF.—The Special Master shall pro-
vide medical staff, and other resources nec-
essary to build and operate a level three 
trauma center (in this section, referred to as 
‘‘medical facility’’) with a cancer center and 
renal dialysis unit and its equipment. The 
medical facility shall be able to treat life- 
threatening, chronic, heavy metal, and phys-
ical and mental diseases. The medical facil-
ity shall be able to provide basic x-ray, EKG, 
internal medicine expertise, medical coordi-
nation personnel and case managers, 
ultrasound, and resources necessary to 
screen claimants described in subsection (a) 
who are receiving treatment for the diseases 
or illnesses described in paragraph (3) of that 
subsection for cancer and the other pre-
vailing health problems. 

(B) OPERATIONS.—The Special Master shall 
fund the operations of the medical facility to 
provide medical care for pediatric and adult 
patients who reside on the island of Vieques, 
allowing the patients to be referred for ter-
tiary and quaternary health care facilities 
when necessary, and providing the transpor-
tation and medical costs when traveling off 
the island of Vieques. 

(C) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERTISE.—The Spe-
cial Master shall ensure that the Adminis-
trator of FEMA provides all administrative 
and technical expertise and oversight in the 
bidding and construction of the facility but 
the design and abilities of the hospital shall 
be determined by the Special Master consid-
ering the medical and research needs of the 
residents of the island of Vieques. All costs 
shall be part of the municipality’s compensa-
tion. 

(D) INTERIM SERVICES.—Before the medical 
facility on the island of Vieques is oper-
ational, the Special Master shall provide to 
claimants described in subsection (a) who 
are receiving treatment for the diseases or 
illnesses described in paragraph (3) of that 
subsection— 

(i) urgent health care air transport to hos-
pitals on the mainland of Puerto Rico from 
the island of Vieques; 

(ii) medical coordination personnel and 
case managers; 

(iii) telemedicine communication abilities; 
and 

(iv) any other services that are necessary 
to alleviate the health crisis on the island of 
Vieques. 

(E) SCREENING.—The Special Master shall 
make available, at no cost to the patient, 
medical screening for cancer, cirrhosis, dia-
betes, and heavy metal contamination on the 
island of Vieques. 

(F) ACADEMIC PARTNER.—The Special Mas-
ter shall appoint an academic partner, with 
appropriate experience and an established re-
lationship with the Municipality of Vieques, 
that shall— 

(i) lead a research and outreach endeavor 
on behalf of the Municipality of Vieques; 

(ii) select the appropriate scientific exper-
tise and administer defined studies, con-
ducting testing and evaluation of the soils, 
seas, plant and animal food sources, and the 
health of residents; and 

(iii) determine and implement the most ef-
ficient and effective way to reduce the envi-
ronmental toxins to a level sufficient to re-
turn the soils, seas, food sources, and health 
circumstances to a level that reduces the 
diseases on the island of Vieques to the aver-
age in the United States. 

(G) DUTIES.—The Special Master shall pro-
vide amounts necessary for the academic 
partner and medical coordinator to carry out 
the duties described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (D). 
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(H) PROCUREMENT.—The Special Master 

shall provide amounts necessary to com-
pensate the Municipality of Vieques for— 

(i) contractual procurement obligations 
and additional expenses incurred by the mu-
nicipality as a result of the enactment of 
this section and settlement of its claim; and 

(ii) any other damages and costs to be in-
curred by the municipality, if the Special 
Master determines that it is necessary to 
carry out the purpose of this section. 

(I) POWER SOURCE.—The Special Master 
shall determine the best source of producing 
independent power on the island of Vieques 
that is hurricane resilient and can effec-
tively sustain the needs of the island and 
shall authorize such construction as an 
award to the Municipality of Vieques. 

(2) SOURCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), amounts awarded under 
this title shall be made from amounts appro-
priated under section 1304 of title 31, United 
States Code, commonly known as the ‘‘Judg-
ment Fund’’, as if claims were adjudicated 
by a United States District Court under sec-
tion 1346(b) of title 28, United States Code. 

(B) LIMITATION.—Total amounts awarded 
under this title shall not exceed 
$1,000,000,000. 

(3) DETERMINATION AND PAYMENT OF 
CLAIMS.— 

(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF FILING PROCE-
DURES.—The Attorney General shall estab-
lish procedures whereby individuals and the 
municipality may submit claims for pay-
ments under this section to the Special Mas-
ter. 

(B) DETERMINATION OF CLAIMS.—The Spe-
cial Master shall, in accordance with this 
subsection, determine whether each claim 
meets the requirements of this section. 
Claims filed by residents of the island of 
Vieques that have been disposed of by a 
court under chapter 171 of title 28, United 
States Code, shall be treated as if such 
claims are currently filed. 

(e) ACTION ON CLAIMS.—The Special Master 
shall make a determination on any claim 
filed under the procedures established under 
this section not later than 150 days after the 
date on which the claim is filed. 

(f) PAYMENT IN FULL SETTLEMENT OF 
CLAIMS BY INDIVIDUALS AND THE MUNICI-
PALITY OF VIEQUES AGAINST THE UNITED 
STATES.—The acceptance by an individual or 
the Municipality of Vieques of a payment of 
an award under this section shall— 

(1) be final and conclusive; 
(2) be deemed to be in full satisfaction of 

all claims under chapter 171 of title 28, 
United States Code; and 

(3) constitute a complete release by the in-
dividual or municipality of such claim 
against the United States and against any 
employee of the United States acting in the 
scope of employment who is involved in the 
matter giving rise to the claim. 

(g) CERTIFICATION OF TREATMENT OF PAY-
MENTS UNDER OTHER LAWS.—Amounts paid 
to an individual under this section— 

(1) shall be treated for purposes of the laws 
of the United States as damages for human 
suffering; and 

(2) may not be included as income or re-
sources for purposes of determining eligi-
bility to receive benefits described in section 
3803(c)(2)(C) of title 31, United States Code, 
or the amount of such benefits. 

(h) LIMITATION ON CLAIMS.—A claim to 
which this section applies shall be barred un-
less the claim is filed within 15 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

SA 4280. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, 
Ms. ERNST, Mr. YOUNG, and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) submitted an amendment in-

tended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3867 submitted by Mr. REED and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 
4350, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2022 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of part II of subtitle B of title 
V, add the following: 
SEC. 520B. TIGER TEAM FOR OUTREACH TO 

FORMER MEMBERS. 
(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 

Congress that— 
(1) the mission of the Department of De-

fense is to provide the military forces needed 
to deter war and to protect the security of 
the United States; 

(2) expanding outreach to veterans im-
pacted by Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell or a similar 
policy prior to the enactment of Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell is important to closing a period of 
history harmful to the creed of integrity, re-
spect, and honor of the military; 

(3) the Department is responsible for pro-
viding for the review of a veteran’s military 
record before the appropriate discharge re-
view board or, when more than 15 years has 
passed, board of correction for military or 
naval records; and 

(4) the Secretary of Defense should, wher-
ever possible, coordinate and conduct out-
reach to impacted veterans through the vet-
erans community and networks, including 
through the Department of Veterans Affairs 
and veterans service organizations, to ensure 
that veterans understand the review proc-
esses that are available to them for upgrad-
ing military records. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF TIGER TEAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense shall establish a 
team (commonly known as a ‘‘tiger team’’ 
and referred to in this section as the ‘‘Tiger 
Team’’) responsible for conducting outreach 
to build awareness among former members of 
the Armed Forces of the process established 
pursuant to section 527 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 
(Public Law 116–92; 10 U.S.C. 1552 note) for 
the review of discharge characterizations by 
appropriate discharge boards. The Tiger 
Team shall consist of appropriate personnel 
of the Department of Defense assigned to the 
Tiger Team by the Secretary for purposes of 
this section. 

(2) TIGER TEAM LEADER.—One of the persons 
assigned to the Tiger Team under paragraph 
(1) shall be a senior-level officer or employee 
of the Department who shall serve as the 
lead official of the Tiger Team (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘‘Tiger Team Leader’’) 
and who shall be accountable for the activi-
ties of the Tiger Team under this section, 

(3) REPORT ON COMPOSITION.—Not later than 
90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary shall submit to Con-
gress a report setting forth the names of the 
personnel of the Department assigned to the 
Tiger Team pursuant to this subsection, in-
cluding the positions to which assigned. The 
report shall specify the name of the indi-
vidual assigned as Tiger Team Leader. 

(c) DUTIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Tiger Team shall con-

duct outreach to build awareness among vet-
erans of the process established pursuant to 
section 527 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 for the re-
view of discharge characterizations by appro-
priate discharge boards. 

(2) COLLABORATION.—In conducting activi-
ties under this subsection, the Tiger Team 
Leader shall identify appropriate external 
stakeholders with whom the Tiger Team 
shall work to carry out such activities. Such 
stakeholders shall include the following: 

(A) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 
(B) The Archivist of the United States. 
(C) Representatives of veterans service or-

ganizations. 
(D) Such other stakeholders as the Tiger 

Team Leader considers appropriate. 
(3) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 210 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to 
Congress the following: 

(A) A plan setting forth the following: 
(i) A description of the manner in which 

the Secretary, working through the Tiger 
Team and in collaboration with external 
stakeholders described in paragraph (2), shall 
identify individuals who meet the criteria in 
section 527(b) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 for re-
view of discharge characterization. 

(ii) A description of the manner in which 
the Secretary, working through the Tiger 
Team and in collaboration with the external 
stakeholders, shall improve outreach to indi-
viduals who meet the criteria in section 
527(b) of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2020 for review of dis-
charge characterization, including through— 

(I) obtaining contact information on such 
individuals; and 

(II) contacting such individuals on the 
process established pursuant to section 527 of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2020 for the review of discharge 
characterizations. 

(B) A description of the manner in which 
the work described in clauses (i) and (ii) of 
subparagraph (A) will be carried out, includ-
ing an allocation of the work among the 
Tiger Team and the external stakeholders. 

(C) A schedule for the implementation, 
carrying out, and completion of the plan re-
quired under subparagraph (A). 

(D) A description of the additional funding, 
personnel, or other resources of the Depart-
ment required to carry out the plan required 
under subparagraph (A), including any modi-
fication of applicable statutory or adminis-
trative authorities. 

(4) IMPLEMENTATION OF PLAN.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall im-

plement and carry out the plan submitted 
under subparagraph (A) of paragraph (3) in 
accordance with the schedule submitted 
under subparagraph (C) of that paragraph. 

(B) UPDATES.—Not less frequently than 
once every 90 days after the submittal of the 
report under paragraph (3), the Tiger Team 
shall submit to Congress an update on the 
carrying out of the plan submitted under 
subparagraph (A) of that paragraph. 

(5) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 3 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Tiger Team shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives a final report on 
the activities of the Tiger Team under this 
subsection. The report shall set forth the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The number of individuals discharged 
under Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell or a similar pol-
icy prior to the enactment of Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell. 

(B) The number of individuals described in 
subparagraph (A) who availed themselves of 
a review of discharge characterization 
(whether through discharge review or correc-
tion of military records) through a process 
established prior to the enactment of this 
Act. 

(C) The number of individuals contacted 
through outreach conducted pursuant to this 
section. 
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